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NEWSWIRE: What are your motivations for seeking the office of NBA 
national secretary? 
MUOKA: As a legal practitioner I am very passionate about the legal 
profession and by extension the Nigerian Bar Association. I am interested in contributing to improved 

service delivery in the National 
Secretariat of the NBA. There 
have been complaints from 
lawyers about the following 
issues: the seeming absence of a 
credible database of members of 
the NBA; the way the 
Secretariat is run; the absence of 
real time communication with 
members; delayed delivery of 
stamps; with online payment of 
practice fees, and several other 
issues. The Secretariat needs to 
be revamped and I offer myself 
for service to bring about 
necessary changes to make the 
Secretariat more vibrant and 
efficient for effective service 
delivery.

I am imbued with creative 
writing, public speaking and 
organizational skills– qualities 
which make me an outstanding 
and effective communicator. I 
am diligent, disciplined, focused 

What abilities or combination 
of attributes are you bringing to 
the table? Why do you believe 
you're the best candidate for 
this position at this time? 

and forward thinking. I have a 
very active litigation and 
commercial law practice and 
therefore know the challenges 
faced by our colleagues. I had 
the privilege of serving as 
Secretary of the largest and most 
vibrant Branch of the NBA (the 
Lagos Branch) and did a great 
job there. I also had the privilege 
of leading the same Branch as 
Chairman and left a legacy of 
sound, effective and sustainable 
corporate governance processes 
which successive administrations 
have built upon. I am committed 
to excellent service delivery, and 
have been tested and proven.  

The country and the bar are in a 
desperate situation, and this is 
not a time for rhetoric. I am 
serious about the pledge I am 
making to our colleagues. There 
is an urgent need to address the 
following issues: of promoting 

What do you see as the most 
urgent challenges the NBAfaces 
at this time, and what is your 
plan for surmounting these 
challenges in the event that 
you're elected Secretary? 

Alexander
Nduka Muoka

                litigator and commercial lawyer of many 
               years' standing, Alex Muoka is widely admired 
               within and outside the legal profession for his 
versatility as a creative writer, a highly articulate public 
speaker and an effective organizer. A diligent and 
innovative leader in the Bar, his considerable 
communication skills have propelled him into key 
leadership roles, especially in the Lagos branch of the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) where he served as 
Secretary, and then as Chairman. His legacy of sound, 
effective and sustainable corporate governance 
processes remain an eloquent testimony to his 
commitment to excellent service delivery.

In this conversation with the editors of NEWSWIRE, 
Muoka explains why the NBA needs someone of his 
charisma, experience and passion for innovation as its 
next General Secretary, given its current challenges 
and profile. 
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the Rule of Law; the plight of younger 
members of the profession; building a 
responsive, efficient and transparent 
secretariat; bridging the gap between 
the Secretariat and the branches, 
Sections and other for a of the NBA; 
improving the logistics of stamp 
processing and delivery; retooling the 
NBA website; and ensuring a credible 
and comprehensive data base of our 
members. If elected as General 
Secretary, I will work with the 
President and other National Officers 
to ensure that we achieve these goals. 

Yes, I think that there is a growing 
feeling of such a 'disconnect'. We must 
bridge the gap between the NBA and 
its young lawyers and other vulnerable 
and special interest groups – such as 
Lawyers with Disabilities and Law 
Officers. They must have a sense of 
belonging and co-ownership of the 
Association, and we should ensure that 
the NBA seeks to address their 
yearnings. Also, the much older 
lawyers should be carried along and 
involved in the affairs and activities of 
the Bar. For instance, when I was 
Chairman of Lagos Branch, we started 
an 'Elders' Nite' during our Annual 
Law Week programme, and it has 
proved to be an effective way of 
celebrating our very senior colleagues 
and learning from their wisdom. 

Our younger colleagues are critical to 
the sustainability of our profession. 
They are the future. If elected as 
General Secretary, I propose a number 
of initiatives to help improve the 
welfare of lawyers – especially young 
lawyers, such as: paying special 
attention to their needs for 
professional development and 
financial independence; 
recommending their increased 
participation in the affairs of the Bar 
by appointing more of them into the 
NBA National Executive Committee 
and other Committees of the NBA; 
strengthening the NBA Young 
Lawyers Forum so they can better 
aggregate their views and articulate 
their interests to the leadership of the 
NBA; encouraging senior lawyers in 
the private and public sector who have 
the capacity to take up mentorship and 
training programmes aimed at 
impacting younger lawyers in 
emerging areas of legal practice and 
career development; developing a 
digital library at the Secretariat to 

Do you subscribe to the notion that 
there is a 'disconnect' between the 
leadership of the Association and its 
membership? If so, how do you plan 
to help bridge that divide?

How do you wish to use the office of 
National Secretary to help improve 
the welfare of lawyers – especially the 
junior lawyers? 

assist lawyers (especially young 
lawyers) in their legal and research 
work; and working with the President 
of the Bar to address the issues of 
realistic minimum remuneration, 
emotional and psychological abuse, 
work-place bullying and sexual 
harassment – which are currently 
afflicting younger lawyers.

The Rule of Law comprises a number 
of principles of a formal and 
procedural character, addressing the 
way in which a community is 
governed. The formal principles 
concern the generality, clarity, 
publicity, stability, and respect of the 
norms that govern a society. The 
procedural principles concern the 
processes and institutions by which 
these norms are administered–like the 
court system and an independent 
judiciary. I think that the NBA has a 
justifiable role to play in promoting 

Some say the NBA is too focused on 
disobedience of court judgments by 
the authorities, rather than trying to 
promote general adherence to the 
laws of the land among the populace. 
What do you think of this? What do 
you think should be the proper role of 
the NBA in promoting the rule of 
law? 

processes to ensure transparent, free and credible Bar elections at 
the national and branch levels. We would lack the moral right to 
criticize and pontificate if we cannot deal with our own demons.

I believe that the NBA Secretariat should serve its members in 
an efficient, responsive, transparent and accountable manner. We 
can achieve this by: ensuring an open and accessible bar 
leadership; adhering to the provisions of the NBA Constitution 
and all relevant protocols that promote transparency and 
accountability in running the affairs of the National Secretariat; 
avoiding conflicts of interest of national officers and staff of the 
NBA in any interface with members of the Association and or 
the general public; and updating members regularly on the 
activities of the NBA.

I would work diligently with the NBA President and other 
National Officers to ensure the unity, growth and progress of the 
Bar. I would promote proper documentation and communication 
of events and activities of the NBA to all members. I would 
encourage the increased participation of young lawyers, 
vulnerable members, and special interest groups and seek to 
address their challenges. I would push for the enforcement of 
professional ethics and discipline of errant members of the Bar. 
After the expiration of my tenure, I would wish to be 
remembered as a Secretary who listened to the needs of the 
members of the NBA and fulfilled their desires by doing the job 
diligently and positively impacting the NBA, its members and 
the legal profession.

MUOKA: I'm grateful for the opportunity. 

What would you do to promote transparency and 
accountability in the workings of the NBA? 

What would be your own agenda as NBA National Secretary, 
and how do you wish to be remembered after the expiration of 
your tenure? 

NEWSWIRE: Alex Muoka, thank you for your time, and we 
wish you the very best. 

the rule of law and focusing on the growing incidents of disobedience of court 
orders by the authorities. The NBA can and should improve its record in relation 
to advocating and strengthening civil obedience to the law. The problem of course 
is that it is difficult to convince citizens of the need to obey laws when they see                
daily examples of arrant breaches by the elected ruling class.

As a country we need an institutional framework that will ensure that the 
Judiciary is independent and that elections in Nigeria are free and fair. NBA is in 
a vantage position to push for these institutional changes. The NBA does need to 
put its own house in order first by reforming its electioneering and voting 

The clamour for judicial and electoral reform in Nigeria has reached a               
crescendo. What can the NBA do to help actualize these reforms? 

Alex Muoka stressing a point during the 2019 NBA Lagos Branch AGM
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